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MISSION STATEMENT 


It Is the mission of the Oj81 Basin Groundwater Management Agency to 

preserve the quantity and quality of groundwater In the Ojai Basin In order to 


. protect and maintain the long-term water supply for the common benefit of 

the water users In the Basin. 

The mission of the OBGMA is derived from its enabling legislation, The Ojai Basin 
Groundwater Management Agency Act, which became law in 1991. The act was 
approved as a response to the needs and concerns of local water agencies, water 
users, and well owners of the Ojai Basin. The Agency was established in the fifth 
year of a drought, amidst concerns for potential Basin overdraft. The mission is in 
keeping with the history of the Basin and the circumstances existing when the 
Agency was formed. Since that time, although there have been some good water 
years and the Ojai Basin has continued to provide sufficient water for its well 
owners, competition for scarce water resources in Southern California and Ventura 
County is ever expanding, water resource planning is intensifying, and the 
importance of the OBGMA mission is even greater today. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

February 6, 2011 

To All Constituents of the Ojai Groundwater Basin: 

The State ofCalifornia finally passed a budget that funded the two grant programs that 
OBGMA is involved in. One of the grant programs that OBGMA is pursuing, with 
professional assistance being furnished by Daniel B. Stevens & Assoc. and Jordan Kear of 
Kear Groundwater, wilJ be used in effort to develop a basin wide groundwater model. Most 
of the field work: has been completed and we have nOw re-designed our data base to accept 
all of the extraction data that is in the files ofOBGMA. We just recently completed the 
entry ofall of this data into the groundwater model and the consultants are integrating our 
data into the model. Tbe anticipated completion of the groundwater model will be in 
November 20I I. 

The data developed so far indicates that the Ojai Underground Water Basin consists of 
numerous aquifers, some confmed and some unconfined. 

When the model is completed we will know more accurately the totaJ storage capacity of 
the underground basins and a more accurate configuration ofthese aquifers. What this 
means is that some aquifers may stiJl contain water while others are dry and in many cases 
they operate independently from each other. We wilJ be able to monitor the status ofwater 
in the basin and be able to predict when some ofthese aquifers will be without water. 

In conjunction with this program the board adopted a metering requirement two years ago. 
The effective date that all wells in the basin must be equipped with meters is April 23, 
201 t. 1be metering requirement will produce a more accurate representation oflhe 
quantity of water extracted from the basin. This information will then be fed into the 
modeling program so the Agency will be able to use to this data wben forecasting basin 
health. 

Wben all of this is complete the above mentioned data will be displayed on the Web Site of 
OBGMA. 

Ventura County and OBGMA are also moving ahead with the San Antonio Groundwater 
Recharge Granl Most of the project design has been completed and a monitoring well has 
been completed. The monitoring well is designed to have 5 different penetrations that 
reach discretely into each of5 different aquifers and with this configuration we can tell 
what is happening at each level and then begin to understand how the levels work in 
conjunction with each other. 
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As the project is completed, recbarge wells will be drilled that will be fed water from San 
Antonio Creek during high stream flows. The goal is to be able to pusb into the 
wxlerground basins up to 700 a.:re feet ofwater, assuming that we have rain and bigh 
stream flows. 

All of the efforts described above bave required a lot ofvolunteer help but during the year 
we lost our most consistent and productive votWlteer due to the death ofour friend Jim 
Ruch. He is and will continue to be sorely missed. 

Financially OBGMA is in the black and able to fully participate as a responsible member of 
the San Antonio Recharge Program wben it is up and running because this project will 
require annual maintenance, again assuming that we have rain. 

If you have not yet looked at the OBOMA web site at obgma.com, I recommend that you 
do so. A lot of valuable information is available and where we do not have the data in 
house we provide numerous links to other information sources. 

In closing I want to thank everyone wbo bas donated their time to OBGMA. 

Very truly yours, 

Jerry L. Conrow 
Jerry L. Conrow 
President of the Board 

http:obgma.com
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Precipitation 

Precipitation measured at the Ventura County Fire Department Ojai Station for water year 20 I 0 (Oclober ). 
2009 through September 30, 2010) Iotaled 20.48 inches, stightly below the 105 year average of213 inches. All 
historical data is presented in the graph below. 
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WATER SUPPLY RECORDS 

Rainfall 
Information on rainfall provided to OBGMA by the Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District. Calendar year 2009 was a continuation of a 3 year drought (or 
below-normal rainfall period), however 2010 was closer to the long term average 
annual precipitation. 

From Ojai Fire Station - Rain Gauge # 30 
2003 - 20.35 inches 
2004 - 13.06 inches 
2005 . ­ 43.84 inches 
2006 23.87 inches 
2007 7.43 inches 
2008 20.59 inches 
2009 12.91 inches 
2010 24.08 inches 

Basin Storage Calculations 
These calculations were prepared for OBGMA by the Ventura County Watershed 
Protection District using groundwater levels from what the County has designated 
the key well for the Ojai Basin (State Well #04N22W05L08S). Utilizing a simple 
water level change method to calculate change in basin storage, an increase of 
13.0 feet in groundwater levels equates to an average volume change in total 
storage of about 4,627 AF. 

The basin storage low was estimated at 43,741 acre-feet in 1951. A comparison 
with 2009 groundwater levels and estimated groundwater in storage shows an 
increase for 2010 despije relatively lower rainfall amounts over the last few years. 

2002 62,567 Acre-Feet 
2003 57,087 Acre-Feet 
2004 55,094 Acre-Feet 
2005 80,000 Acre-Feet" 
2006 62,810 Acre-Feet 
2007 49,570 Acre-Feet 
2008 59,000 Acre-Feet 
2009 50,000 Acre-Feet 
2010 54,627 Acre-Feet 

"Note, at 80,000 Acre-Feet the basin is filled to overflowing (flowing 
conditions in the central and west ends due to sufficienUy high pressures in the 
confined portion of the valley). The basin storage low was estimated at 43,741 AF 
in 1951 (using all available records), so the 2010 figure is a posijive improvement, 
however add~ional conservation effort should still be implemented to ensure future 
available groundwater supplies. 
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WATER DEMAND IN THE O.JAI BASIN 
Beginning in 1993 the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency has kept a record of the 
reported groundwater extractions in the basin. In the following table these data are divided into two 
columns; extractions by Golden State Waler Company for residences and businesses in the City of 
Ojei, primarily domestic (column E); and extractions from private wells, primarily for irrigation use 
(column D). These are added together to show total groundwater extractions (column F). Casitas 
MWO importations reported by that Agency are shown in column C. Since 1993 the Casitas 
mportations and private well extractions have been added together to show ~Estimated Irrigation 
Oemanc:r. Prior to 1993 an estimate of irrigation demand based on land use, crop water 
requirements, evapotranspiration, and rainfall was made, then the Casitas importations were 
subtracted, to come up with an estimate of private well extractions in the basin. Afl units in the table 
below are in acre feet 

A B C D E F 

Calendar 
Year 

Estimated 
Irrigation 

Demand 

Casita s 

Ioportatiro 

Est.iIrated 

GrOUJ"l(jwater 

EXtracti= 

(Private 

Wells) 

Groundwater 
E><ttactim 

fa: Ojai City 

Use 
(GSWC) 

El3t-.n 
Total 

()ro.rd.eter-
1985 7200 4181 3019 1638 4657 
1986 7500 3633 3867 1663 5530 
1987 7800 4,73 3327 1744 5071 
1988 7796 4635 3161 18 39 5000 
1989 7093 5169 192, 1766 3690 
1990 9804 4961 4843 1804 6647 
1991 7631 3377 4254 1819 6037 
1992 8769 2744 6052 1645 7697 
1993 6829 2800 4029 2030 6059 
1994 7072 3433 3639 1892 5531 
1995 6117 3530 2587 1845 4432 
1996 6801 4468 2333 1608 3941 
1997 8017 52 72 2145 1562 4307 
1998 S07l 3115 1956 1936 3892 
1999 6185 3922 2263 2180 444 3 
2000 7054 4044 3010 2075 5085 
2001 720, 3195 4009 2134 6143 
2002 7021 4249 2772 2213 4985 
2003 6'50 3'28 3022 2053 5075 
200' 7058 '185 2873 2015 4888 
2005 5'62 2768 269' 1945 4639 
2006 5462 2796 2666 1834 45 00 

2007 6877 3770 3107 1958 5065 

2008 6'92 3176 3316 1736 5052 

2009 7054 3411 3643 1751 5394 

2010 5633 2404 3229 1742 4971 



GroUDdwakr EnractioDs 
ror C.I..,dar Y..r 2010 

GroWldwater extraction data is volunlarily report<:d by most users in the basin on a semi-annual basis. Total 
extractions n:port<:d for the period mm January I, 2010 through December 31,2010 totaled 5004 acre feet. 

Agricu1tuJal and Municipal use accounted for almost 85% of the n:port<:d extractions. The table below brealcs 
out usage by type. 

.- . .. .. - . "'. "... 

Us. Perc:eat ofExtnc:tiODS 
..._---- .. Extnc!io.,. (acr~:-f~t)

-- ~ -
. A 'cuItwa1 2433 48.6%--gn...-. . .... _..... . -. 

1.£-"",.AgriculturallDomestic • 492 9.8"/ • 


. Domestic . . __ ._ -_ .- 219 4.4% 
. M~~. 1817 363% 
Other 43 0.9% 

Reported .xtractions wen: similar to usage in 2008 and 2009. The graph below SUIIIIIl8lizes report<:d extraction 
data beginning in the second balfof2003. 
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STATE OF THE o.JAI BASIN 
for Water Year 2009/10 

The following estimate of the state ofthe Ojai basin is based upon infonnation provided by 
Jordan Kear ofDB Stephens & Associates, Inc. 

Precipibtioa, loot.JG Water year to date: above nerace 22.03 iltd:a 

Nordbotl'Ridce: Precipitatio., Wakr Yair 200&I'2009 - SS% of avc:rqe 18.78 ilidles 

Preclpibtioo, 2009-10 Water year to date: abovenengc: 35.71 inches 

-).9 to +1.9 

Palmer Dro....t $ncrlty lDdex (April 1010) (Near No .....) 

Moderately higb 

Estimated .v.ilablc water storage c:aplldty ill OJ_I Basia 80,000 aJf(lMJ'Yo) 

Local precipitation in areas tributary to the Ojai Basin has been above average to 
date and has slightly exceeded the annual averages with • few additioual months yet 
to occur. Although the 2009-2010 water year has been ao "El Nino" year and 
several indications ofhigber precipitation were expected, ultimate measured values 
were lower thao expe<;led and only provided. limited relief to previous drought 
oonditioos. Precipitation did occur in patterns that favored reclwge to the Ojai 
Basin, and the available space in storag<: was optimal to accepI avaiiable natural 
recharge during the 2009-2010 water year. The normal conditions of this previous 
year are not expected to sustain. In coming years, dry conditions may recur and 
basin storage wiJllilrely decrease significantly without adequate precipitation, 
recharge, and conservation !llCaSUIeS. 
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WaterLeveb 

for Water Year 2009/10 


In general, water levels in the basin were significantly higher than in 2009. The table below lists data for 
selected wells. 

Slate WeD Ref. Point 2009 Reading 2009Depd> ClumgoFrom Maximum Historic 
Number Elev. 2009 Depd>

Date 

04N22W04QOIS 1040.50 101612010 9630 101612009 100.8 450 111.8 

04N22W05D03S 896.00 101612010 17030 101512009 193.7 23.40 206 

04N22WOSMOI S 843.50 101612010 118.60 101512009 142.8 24.20 160 

04N22W06[)OIS 847.00 101512010 107.70 10/612009 125.7 18.00 1545 

04N22W06D05S &41.44 10/512010 117.10 101612009 )345 17.40 153.6 

04N22W06K03S 801.80 10/612010 108.00 10/612009 148 40.00 220 

04N22W06J< 12S 808.95 101612010 128.60 101512009 150.7 22.10 1832 

04N22W06MOIS 794.80 101512010 67.00 101612009 79.7 12.70 89 

04N22W07B02S 773.80 10/612010 76.00 10/612009 892 1320 95.7 

04N22W07GOIS 77120 101612010 35.40 10/612009 562 20.80 62 

04N22WOBB02S 871 .60 101612010 127.00 101612009 156 29.00 158.4 

04N23WOIK02S 786.40 101512010 27.80 10/612009 40 1220 60.4 

04N23W02KOIS 869.50 . 101512010 3.40 101612009 3.B 0.40 91 

04N23WI2H02S 720.00 101612010 27!XJ 101612009 32.9 5.00 35.1 

04N23WI2l..02S 680.00 913012010 14.50 . 101512009 16.4 1.90 165 
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Water Qu.~ty 
for Water Year 2009/10 

Water quality analyses were perfonned on raw lUltreated water and should not be considered representative of 
treated water provided by water companies in the basin. 

• 

• 
, 
• , 

• 
, 

, 


State WdJ 
Numbn 

04N22W07D04S 

IDS 

606 

a 
26 

NOJ 

NO 

SEC 

173 

C. 

" 
... 
17 

N. 

6J 

coo 
NO 

8COJ 

270 

SO< 

)4' 

pH 

7 

K 

• 

F. 

03 

... 
0.' 

• 
0., 

04N22W06MOIS 1120 " 242 1110 ... " 75 NO no .'" 6.' • 0.06 02 OJ 

04N22W06KIOS 826 .00 25 .1l0 126 " 79 NO 270 '97 69 • 0.09 0.04 03 

04N22WOSH04S 693 12 1.s.9 on 12' 30 27 NO 270 '" .~ 2 0.09 NO 02 

05N2lWJ2K02S 9.9 59 '.I 1110 16' " 48 NO J'" 260 7 2 ... 03 NO 

05N22W)31OIS 1210 " NO ."" 203 46 56 NO ... '''' 69 2 2 OA 0.5 

04N22WOotP05S .14 2J 31.4 .81 '09 29 38 NO '8() 203 6.' NO NO NO OA 

04N22WOSOOJS 682 24 10.1 880 ", 29 " NO 240 m 6.' • NO NO 03 ( 

04N22WOSM04S m 22 372 987 135 ,. ]I NO 320 lIS 69 • 0.06 NO OJ 

04N23 W02POIS 1330 208 22.2 1n0 IJI 131 ., NO 720 " 7.1 • 0.016 NO OJ ( 

All results are expressed in units ofmg/l (milligrams per liter) exeept SEC (micromhos pe2 centimeter) and pH 
(standard pH units). 

ND ~ Not Detected 
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WELL PERMIT ACTIVITY 
for Calendar Year 2010 

The following table shows all the well pennits issued by Ventura County for wells 
within the boundaries of the Ojai Groundwater Basin for the Calendar years 2010. 

Permit 
Number 

Activity Date 
Issued 

Date 
Complete 

State Well 
Nwnber 

Owner 

7001 NewlDom 07/01 /09 01/27/10 04N23WOI )03S Brandon 
Hanson 

7100 Destroyed 02/02110 05/06110 05N22W32KOI S Gary 
Farr 

7131 Newllrr 04/12/10 06/08/10 04N22W07C06S Soule Park 
Golf 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

Fiscal Year 
07/08 

Income: $38,668.82 

Expenses: 

Advertisement 105.00 
Dues -0­
Office Supplies 4,852.98 
Rent 4,262.00 
Utilities 996.06 
Travel -0­
Payroll 13,385.96 
Office Support 3,667.50 
Reserve: 

In.surance: 
Worker's Compo 176.23 
Liability 1,125.00 

Professional Fees: 
Audit 5,425.00 
DataBase 5,750.00 
Tech Support 8,243.27 
Water Quality -0­
Basin Study -0­
Legal Fees 5,762.39 
VCIRWMl' 4,000.00 
HCP -0. 
Professional Rep. -0­
Web Server/Design -0­
Annual Report -0­
Gmnt Contribution -0­

Total ElQlenses: 
S57,751.39 


Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Budget 

08/09 09/10 10111 


$68,132.88 $94,217.19 . $90,000.00 

419.25 -0- 200.00 
-0- 545.00 500.00 


3,538.99 4,266.83 3,500.00 

4,296.00 4,296.00 4,300.00 

1,206.89 1,197.48 1,400.00 


-0- -0- -0­
12,606.57 18,805.96 34,000.00 
2,651.25 (included above) (included above) 

208.36 200.00 200.00 

1,294.00 1,000.00 1,300.00 


780.00 3,000.00 ·0­
4,550.00 4,550.00 2,000.00 


262.00 	 -0- 10,000.00 
-0- -0- 3,000.00 
-0- -0- 5,000.00 

1,125.00 100.00 5,000.00 

1,237.00 1,237.00 1,300.00 


-0· -0- -0­
300.00 	 -0- 6,000.00 

-0- 2,500.00 4,000.00 
-0- 842.20 2,500.00 
-0- 3,31922 -0­

$34,475.31 $44,622.69 $84,200.00 

·16­
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RESOLUTIONS 

The OBGMA Board of Directors adopted the following resolutions during the period 
covered by this annual report They are reprinted in their entirety in the following 
final section of the report. 

No. 2010-1 R....I.tion approving Ih. FISClI.I Year Bvd~1 for 
2010-U. 

No. 2010-2 Resolution approving and levying aD extnction charge 
For Fiscal Year2010-U. 

No. 2010-3 Resolntion approving the board meeliag time <ba.~ 
from 7:08 p .. to 5:00 pm. 
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A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 
.AGENCYAPPROVING THE FISCAlYEAR BUDGET FOR 2010-2011 

Resolution # 2010-1 

WHEREAS, a budget for 2010-2011 has been prep<M"ed and sOOmitted to 
tha Ojai Basin GrolO1dwater Management Agency; and 

WHEREAS. public hearings on said budget wete duly scheduled, advertised 
and held on March 25 and April 29, 2010, and all persons were given an opportuoity to 
be hear<! and their suggestioo IS carefuIy c:onside<ed; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE rr RESOl.YEO, the Ojai BasIn Grnlrowater 
Agency Board 01 DiredDrs has reviewed the proposed budget for the period July 1, 2010 
through J..... 30, 2011, and hereby finds that the budget is a sound plan for financing 
and expencfotute control 01 the Ojai Basin GroundwatBr Management Agency functions 
and the budget is hereby adop1ed. 

ADOPTED, SIG~ApriI29, 2010 

ATTEST: r 7.. ('~
Ceca VanDerMeer, Secretary Je TClinrow, President 



A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 

AGENCY APPROVING AND LEVYING EXTRACTION CHARGES FOR FISCAL 


YEAR 201(}'2011 

Resolution # 201 (}'2 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency Acts 
of 1991 and 2007, the Agency is permitted to levy an extraction charge to pay the costs 
at carrying out its responsibilities and duties under the law; and 

WHEREAS, the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency Ordinance No. 
4, No 4.1, and subsequent resoiutions and Ordinance No. 7 require the registration and 
reporting at groundwater extractions within the boundaries at the Agency and establish 
policy for levying an extraction charge under the law; and 

WHEREAS, the Agency has provided for notice and a public hearings on its 
proposed budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 and the consequent extraction charge: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the OJ''' Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency Board at Directors hereby levies an extraction charge at $17.75 
per acre foot at water extracted beginning July I, 2010, which the Board has determined 
is necessary to initiate, carry on, and compfete the poweffi, purposes and groundwater 
management activities of the Agency 

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this April 29, 2010 

ATTEST: ~ ~ ;{ . ('":"!il~ 
Cece VanDerMeer, Secretary Je~nrow, President 



A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAJ BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEJIEJIT 
AGENCYAPPROVING THE BOARO MEETING TIME CHANGE FROM 7:00PM 

TO 5:00PM . 

Resolution # 2010-3 

RESOLVED, by \he Executive Board of \he Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency, that the regular meeting of the Board for the last Thursday 
of the mooth be chmged from 7:00pm to 5:00pm. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, !he Ojal Basin Groundwater 
Agency Board d DirecIots has revieWed !he proposed lime change d lila Ojai Basin 
Groundwater Management AgIMq meeting schedule and is hereby adopted. 

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this ~ ..;1& , 2010 

ATTEST: ~~ ( . ~r-
Ceca VanDerMeer, Secretary . 9fT)' Conrow, PresIdent 



A RESOLUTION OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 

AGENCYAPPROVING AND LEVYING EXTRACnON CHARGES FOR FISCAL 


YEAR 2010-2011 

Resolution # 2010-2 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency Acts 
of 1991 and 2007, the Agency is permitted to levy an extraction charge to pay the oosts 
of carrying out its responsibilities and duties under the law; and 

WHEREAS, the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Agency Ordinance No. 
4, No 4.1, and subsequent resolutions and Ordinance NO. 7 require the registration and 
reporting of groundwater extractions within the boundaries of the Agency and establish 
policy for levying an extraction charge under the law; and 

WHEREAS, the Agency has provided for notice and a public hearings on its 
proposed budget for fiscal year 2010-2011 and the consequent extraction charge: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency Board of Directors hereby levies an extraction charge of $17.75 
per acre foot of water extracted beginning July 1, 2010, which the Board has determined 
is necessary to initiate, carry on, and comP'ete the powers. purposes and groundwater 
management activities of the Agency 

ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED this April 29, 2010 

ATTEST: ~ ~ ;{ . {'"-"In.n-r 
Cere VanDerMeer, Secretary Je~rrYW, President 



ORDINANCES 


The OBGMA Board of Directors adopted the following ordinance during the period 
covered by this annual report. It is printed in its entirety in the following final section 
of the report. 

ORDINANCE 118: AN ORDINANCE OF THE OJAI BASIN GROUNDWATER 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY SUPERCEDING ORDINANCE NUMBER 7 
SPEClFIYING THE REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW WELL PERMITTING, 
NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO CONSTRUCT, REGISTRATION OF 
EXTRACTION FACILITIES, METERING, REPORTING OF GROUNDWATER 
EXTRACTIONS, AND THE RECORDATION OF WELLS WITHIN THE 
BOUNDARIES OF TIlE AGENCY. 

-21­



IIJ( ORDINIIJ(CIj; OF THE OJAf BASIN GROUNDWA1ER MANAGEMENT . 
AGENCYSUPERCEDING ORDINIIJ(CE NUMBER 7 SPEC1FYINO THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW WELL PERMIITING, ·NOTIFICATION OF 
INTENT. TO CON~ucr, J?EGISfRATION OF~CTlOliFACILfITES; 
MEI'ERINO,RJ!;!'OI?J1!YGOFlQROUNDWKfER $XTRACTlON$,1IJ([) THE 
RECORDATION OF WELLs w:rIWNTHE BOUNDARIES OF THE AGENCY 

OBGMA ORDINANCf; NVMBf;R 8 

Wh_. Article 5 of the Ojai Basin Groundwater Management Act 
authorizes the Agency to collect information necessary for the 
management of the groun<iwaterresoUroes of the Ojai Basin; and to 
collect infOnnation and data necessary for the compilation of 'an annual 
report on groundwater supplies; and 
'II!/henaa. Article 8 of the Act provides that Extraction Facilities in the 
Ojal Basin be tegistered with the Agency. and furtherptoYides that the 
Operator.of a ·tegistered Elrtraction Filcility' may be required to provide 
information to the Agency; and . 
Wher..... fuformation regarding the number. location. and use of 
groundwater Extraction Facilities within the basin. and · the amount of 
water · extracted from these facilities. is necessary for groundwater 
_nagement, planning. and reporting by the Agency; and 
Wh_· the Agency must be adequately informed·:about the existence 
and nature of new Elrtraction Facilities within the boundaries of the 
Agency in order to carry ou t its groundwater management 
responsibilities; and 
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W'hmeaa, Article 7, of the Act provides the Agency with the authority to 
impose reasonable conditions and regulations on the use of groundwater 
Extraction Facilities; and 
Whereas, Article 8 of the Act provides that the Agency, by Ordinance, 
shaJl require groundwater Extraction Facilities to be equipped with 
Waterflow Measuring Devices; and allows the Agency to exempt specific 
groundwater Extraction Facilities from this requirement; and 
Wh_, The State Water Resources Control Board Division of Water 
Rights has designated the Agency as the official grQundwater extraction 
recordation Aiiency for the State within 'the ' Agenl;}' boundaries with 
specific authorities;, ' ' 	 ' " " ' 

• >. " . . 	 - .. ., . . . '. . -., .
Now th....,,_ be it cmt.mecl by the 1IoUd 'or l>Irieton"ot tlie Ojat
Ila-~u 1iU......._ AceaeytoBGJi&)'uf~ , ," ,' , 

Section 1 Title 

Ordinance Number 8 shaJl be known as the "Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agerict ~ Perinftting,Registenng, Repbiltih'g; 'Metering, and 
Well Recordation Ordinance." 

Section 2 Purpose and Intent 
, ": 

The purpose of this Ordinance is: 
1, 	To approve and implement updated Agency, policies reqJIiring the 

Operators of Extraction Facilities to pro.;qe information to the 
Agency. ", 

2 , To approve and , implement updated Agency 'policies requiring 
pennitting and notil'ication of intent to CQnstruct, an Extraction 
Facility within the boundaries of the 'Agenoy,-'forJ'egisterin& 
Extraction Facilities, and for semi-annualm<t;r.acilon l1'P9rting. 

3 . To approve and implement an updated'Agency P9Ik:Y for metering 
Extraction Faciliti"". ' ''< , ' , 

4. To establish by Ordinance and implement ,n~ ll'<Iui\lmlents for 
the Groundwater Recordation Program tn\Il~erred to ,the Agency 
by the Sta1eWater Resources Con,trol Board in,June 2008. ' , ' 
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SectJoa3 

All terms, phrases and words shall have the meaning assigned to such 
terms, phrases ' and words as commonly understood or as expressly 
defined in the Agency's Authorizing Act or as defined herein. 

"Act" shall mean the Qjai Basin Groundwater Management Act. 
"Agency" shall mean the Ojai Basin 'Groundwater Management 
Agency. 
"Basin" shall mean the Ojai Groundwater ,Basin as shown in the 
Department of Water Resources Bulletin, No. 12, "Ventura 'County 
Investigation: dated October 1953, to the extent included within tile ' 
boundaries of the Ageocy, 'as defined in Seetion 201 of the AgenCy's 
Authorizing Act. 
~" shaJJ mean the Board of Directors of the Agency. 
"City" shaJJ mean the City of Qjai. , 
"Coanty" means the County of Ventura 
,"Construction" means the building of a ' groundWater Extraction 
Facility such as the act of drilling a well. 
"Extraction" .shall mean the act of obtaining groundwater by 
pumping or other controlled means. 
"Extraction Facility" shaJJ mean any device or method for the 
extraction of groundwater within the basin, ,including a well. . 
"Operator' shall mean 'a person who owns and opeffites a 
groundwater Extraction Facility. H the Agency is unable to determine 
who operates a particular Extraction Facility" the 'Operator" shall 
mean the person ,to whom the Extraction Facility is assessed,.' if 
assessed by the County ASsessor or, if not separately assessed; the 
person who owns the land upon which the Extraction Facility 'is 
located. 
"Penon" shaJJ mean any person, state, or local governmental Jtgency, 
private corporation, firm, partoership, individual, group of individuals 
or, to the extent authorized'byJaw, anyfederal.Agency, 
"W.tedlow MeuuriD& Device" shaJJ mean a meter or other 
measuring device, meeting the standards set by the American Water 
Works Association (AWWA), which is attached to an Extraction 
Facility for the purpose of measuring the quantity of water extracted 
by the filcility. . 
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Iiection4 

1. All groundwater extraction facilities within the boundaries of the 
Agency sball be registered with the AgencY. AllJlew extraction facilities 
constructed within the Agency Boundary sball obtain a no-fee permit 
from the Agency prior ·to the issuanCe. of a Well Permit ,by the Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District and or the City of OjaL No 
extraction facility may be opemted or otherwise utilized so. as to extract 
groundwater within the boundaries of the Agency unless the facility is 
registered with the· Agency as required. . The 'operator of 'an extraction 
facility· sball register·.his ·extraction facility and provide in full; the 
informati9n required to complete the form provided by the Agency that 
includes the following: . .. 

a 	 Name and address ·ofthe operator(s) 
b. 	 Name and address of the owner(s) of the land upon ' . 

which the extraction facility is located. . ; 
c. 	 . Adescription of the equipment associated·with . 


the.extraction facility. 

d. 	 Location, parcel number and state well 'numberof;the. 

. extraction, facility. . . . 
e. 	 Well Driller's log .andwell ·test data jfavallable. 

2. . Operators of extraction Facilities sball .register all Extraction 
Facilities. with the Agency by completing and retuming an OBGMA 
Registration Form to· the Agency. New · Extraction FacilitieS ·sball be 
registered by retUrning the Registration Form to the Agency within tltirty 
(30) calendar days followiog completion of construction and prior.to any 
groundwaterextrnction. ',,'" ., 

3 . The Agency shall make RegistrationForms··a~ble ·to Operators .and 
the public generally at the. Agency office located·428·.B:ryanlJ,Circle, .Ojai, 
CA 93023 or P.O. box 1779. Ojai, CA 93024;0 or downloadable on the 
Agency website at www,obgma(:om. 

4 . Failure of the Operator to receive a ilirect mailing of a Registration 
Form sball not relieve the Operator of the obligation to file the form with 
the Agency as required in SeCtion 4.2. 

5. The Agency shall prepare and maintl!in an Extraction Facility data 
sheet for each registered Extraction Facility within the Agency 
boundaries. 
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Section 5 

L 	 Every Operator extracting groundwater from the basin shall file a 
semi-annual extraction report in J.anuruy and July of each 
calendar year accurately stating the amount of water extracted 
during the prior six month period, providing all additional relevant 
information requested on the OBGMAGn>muhrater _etion 
Fonn, signed under penally of perjury by the Operator. 

2. 	The Agency shall make Groundwater Estraction Forms available in 
June and December by direct mail to known Operators. Blank 
copies of the form will be available at the Agency office. 

3. 	Failure of the Operator to receive a direct mailing of a Groundwater 
Extraction Form shall nCit relieve the Operator.of the obligation to 
fIle the form with the Agency as required in Section 5.1. 

4 .. The Operator's extraction statement on the form shall be presumed 
accurate upon. timely. fIling of the form with the Agency. For good 
cause, the. Agency may disregard the estraction. statement and 

. cause an··.investigation 'of the actual amount :extracted by the 
Operator in any semi-annual period. In :tIje·event·ofa discrepancy 
between the statementfIied by·the Operator and·thdindings of the 
Agency, the findings of the AgencyshaJI prevail. 

Bxtuctioa hcllif,y Meterig . 

1. 	Except as otherwise specified' by Section 6.2 of thls ordinance, 
every OperatOr shall equip eaCh · Extraction Facilily with a 
Waterflow Measuring Device, and shall report insta1l.ation of 
the measuring device to the Agency: ' . 

2. 	Operators of existing permitted Extraction Facilities otherwise 
in compliance with all ordinances and requirements of the 
Agency but not equipped with a Waterflow Measuring Device 
as of the date of adoption of thls ordinance are exempt from 
the requirement in Section 6.1 until April 23, 2011. 

3. 	Operators of Estraction Facilities . not equipped with a 
Waterflow Measuring Device under the exemption in Section 
6.2 shall provide ,an accurate record of the amount of water 
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extracted during each SC!Di-annual.·. period on the OBGMA 
Groundwater Extraction Form as follows: 

a. 	Irrigated property sball use the following crop factor 
applied for eaCh acre irrigated: 

i. Citrus and Avocado - 1.7 acre.feet 
ii. Landscaping, turf; golf course .. 2 'acre feet 

b.Domestic use: .' 
i. For eaCh dwelling uitit -. . 3 acre feet 

4. 	Operators of Extraction Facilities extracting one 'acre foot or 
less in any semi-axfuual period shall report and pay for a 
minimum of one acre foot for ' that period. ' 

5. 	AD Waterflow Measuring Devices sball be tested for accuracy 
at a frequency interval. .determined 'by . the Baan:l to meet 
specific measurement standards. .CalIbration' methods and 
procedures· approv,e,Lby' the Board, of. · Directors' shall be 
detailed in an adopted Resolution of the Board. 

. ;. .I 

6. 	All costs incurred with Waterflow Measuring' Device testing or 
cahorationsball ' ,be , the . 'personal obligation . of the well 
opernoor.. Non-eompliance ,with .any provision of the meter 
cahoration requirements will subject the ·operat01' to 'financial 
penalties and/orli~s ruidescribedin Section9, ' 

" 

Section 7 

1. 	Operators ofgroundwater Extraction Facilities,within:the Agency's 
arcaof jurisdiction will record groundwater extractions with the 
Agency in accordance with CiIlifornia Water Code:Sections 500 1 ­
5009 and delegated ·authority. from the .State Water· Resources 
Control Board Division of Water Rights. The records for all 
groundwater extractions will be maintained at the Agency office. 

2. 	Extraction Facilities with extractions' properly recorded prior to 
April 2.3, 2008, when the Agency assumed ' authority for 
recordationsball retain their original recordation numbers. For 
all facilities recorded after that date, the Agency sball assigo 
recordation numbers within the range of numbers, G563OO1L004 
through G563999L004; 

3. 	In accordance with 'California ' Water Code Section 5001 all 
Extraction Facilities within the Agency jurisdiction extracting 25 
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extracted during each SC!Di-annual", period on the OBGMA 
Groundwater Extraction Form as follows: 

a. 	Irrigated property sbalJ use the following crop factor 
applied for eaCh acre irrigated: 

i. 	Citrus and Avocado - 1.7 acre,feet 
ii. 	Landscaping, turf; golf course .. 2 'acre feet 

b. 	Domestic use: 
i. For eaCh dwelling uitit -, ;3 acre feet 

4. 	Operators of Extraction Facilities extracting one 'acre foot or 
less in any SC!Di-anhual period shall report and pay for a 
minimum of one acre foot Cor'that period. ' 

5. 	AU Waterflow Measuring Devices sbalJ be tested for accuracy 
at a frequency interval, ,determined 'by , the Beru:d to meet 
specific measurement standards. ' CaUbration' methods and 
procedures, approv.ed .'by' the Board of. Directors' shall be 
detailed in an adopted Resolution of the Board. 

" " 

6. 	AU costs incurred with Waterflow Measuring'Device testing or 
cahlJrationsbalJ ' ,be ' the ' 'personal obligation , of the well 
operator. Nnn-eompliance ,with ' any provision of the meter 
cahlJration requirements will subject the ,operator to 'financial 
penalties and/orli~s as'described.in Section9. ' " 

Section 7 

1. 	Operators ofgroundwater Extraction Facilities,within:the Agency's 
area ofjurisdiction will record groundwater extractions with the 
Agency in accordance with Californ:ia Water Code: Sections 5001 ­
5009 and delegated 'authority, from the ,State Water, Resources 
Control Board Division of Water Rights. The records for all 

,groundwater extractions will be maintained at the' Agency office. 

2 . 	Extraction Facilities with extractions properly recorded prior to 
April 2.3, 2003, when the Agency assumed ' authority for 
recordation shall retain their original recordation numbers. For 
all facilities recorded after that date, the Agency sbalJ assigo 
recordation numbers within the range of numbers, G563OO1L004 
through G063999L004; 

3. 	In accordance with 'California " Water Code Section 5001 all 
Extraction Facilities within the Agency jurisdiction extracting 25 

http:as'described.in
http:approv.ed
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acre feet of groundwater or more per year shall be recorded. Wells 
extracting less than 25 acre feet per year may be recorded. 

4. 	To record an Extraction Facility an operator shall fill out a First 
Notice of Groundwater Extraction Form provided by the Agency 
and return the form to the Agency office. The operator shall be 
responsible for keeping the information provided on the first 
notice form current by informing the Agency within the next semi­
annual period of any changes in theinfonnation on file in the 
Agency office. There is no charge for the filing of the first notice 
form. 

5. The Agency shall charge a fee of :Ten dollars ($10) per semi­
annual reporting. period for the recordation of groundwater 
extraction.... This fee shall be paid in conjunction with the semi­
annual·gtoundwater extraction charge as reported on the OBGMA 
Groundwater Extraction Form sent by the Agency by direct mail to 
Operators. The amount of this fee may be reviewed and amended 
annually when the Board sets its annual charges and fees. 

6. The groundwater recordation records may be made available to 
other governmental agencies pursuant to. Section. 5009 of the 
California Water Cock, • 

This Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect until repealed 
or superseded by action of the Board of Directors of the Agency. 

Section 9 Violation 

In accordance with provisions 405 and 406 of the Act: 

I. Any person who intentionally violates this Ordinance is guilty of an 
infraction and maybe required to pay a fine not to exceed five 
hundred dollars ($5001. 

2. Any person who negligently or intentionally violates this Ordinance 
may also be liable civiIly to the Agency for a sum not to exceed one 
thousand dollars ($1,0001 per day for each violation, in addition to 
any other penalties that may be prescribed by law. 



• 
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Sect:ioa 10 

The Agency may take any actions authorized by law, to 
enforce the terms and provisions of 'this Ordinance. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or· phrase of this 
Ordinance · and its provisions is for · any reason · held to be 
UnconstitutiOnal or invalid, such decisions shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. The Board of 
Directors herebY declares and determines that it ·.would have 
passed this Ordinance and,its rules and regulations, irrespective of 
the fact that anyone or more' sections, subsection, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this Ordinance may be· determined. to be 
uncons.titutional or invalid. 

. , 
RegIstration Form .. 
Seud-Annual Grcnullhirater Eatnctlon Form· 
First Notice of Groundwater Eab:actlon Form 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Agency, 
State of California April 29. 2010. 

ATTEST~ ;:." [7~ . ..". ' . 
. ~nmw, President ecce VanDerMeer, Secretary 

~ , ... ­



A Nota About 'Annual' Reports 

The term 'Annual" can be partfcularty confusing for water agencies like the Ojai Basin Groundwater 
Management Agency. This ~ because OBGMA aChJally operates on three different 'yearly 
schedules: Ca~ndar. F~cal. and Water. 

'Calendar' years run from January 1 to December 31 . Ojai Basin extraction fees are based on the 
prior e months water pumped, and are billed twice a year on January 1 and July 1 with payment due 
30 days after the billing date. The OBGMA Board sets the level of the extraction fee once a year, 
prior to July as part of the budget process, but that fee is not in effect until the January 1 billing of 
the next year for the water pumped from the previous July 1st through December 31st six month 
period. 

The 'Fiscal' year for OBGMA runs from July 1 to June 30. Budgets are set and financial records are 
kept and reported on this basis. Thus, the budget for the 2009/10 fiscal year is adopted by the 
OBMGA Board in June 2009 and goes into effect as of July 1, 2009. 

The Water' year in California runs from October 1 to September 30. This is because of our winter 
rainfall pattern. Rainfall records and other water measurements are often kept on this yearly basis. 
The depth to water in wells and water quality measurements made in September at the end of the 
driest part of the year are important in understanding the condition of groundwater basins. Where 
water year measurements are used in annual reports they will be so noted 


